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70. The reasons for continuing efforts to cut down bamboo in satoyama by civil society organizations
Noritsugu KAWAZU

Today it is problem for Japan that bamboo grows abundantly in satoyama (rural forests) because a lot
of bamboo forest in satoyama is abandoned. Abandoned Bamboo causes to change landscape and
ecosystem. Bamboo glows up very fast, so it is necessary to cut down bamboo continuously. The purpose
of this study is to clarify the reasons for the continuing efforts to cut down bamboo in satoyama by civil
society organizations.

We searched civil society organizations of Yamaguchi, Fukuoka, Saga and Oita Prefecture which cut’
down bamboo more than a decade. We searched these organizations on the Internet and telephoned them,
and then we focused on six civil society organizations and surveyed by face-to-face interviews.

According to this survey, the reasons for continuing efforts to cut down bamboo in satoyama by civil
society organizations are three reasons. First reason is that civil society organizations have activities
using bamboo or produced space. Second reason is that civil society organizations have system to
maintain their effort for example system of increasing members and management system of funds.
Third reason is that civil society organizations have active communication within the organization.

These three reasons affect the continuing efforts to cut down bamboo in satoyama by civil society
organization. The study concludes that it is important for civil society organizations cutting down
bamboo in satoyama to know bamboo and bamboo forest are of value, to become familiar with their effort,

to increase people cooperating with, and to make good community in the civil organization.
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