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G1-7.Conserving Rural Landscapes Near Urban Areas
A Case Study in Sakurai,Sima-town,Fukuoka

Yusuke Takahashi

In rural communities located near urban areas, the natural landscape is being recognized
as a unique and increasingly important and valuable resource. A range of activities to
preserve rural landscapes is currently underway in response to environmental concerns
and local interests.

The primary purpose of this study is to articulate efforts made by local residents in
maintaining the rural landscape and to consider current land use in relation to future
conservation. The Sakurai area of Shima Town, Fukuoka Prefecture was chosen as the case
study site. This rural community is located about 25 km west of Fukuoka City and has many
of the problems usually associated with rural Japan, such as an aging population,
abandoned or underused farmland, and so on. These issues make it difficult to maintain
a healthy landscape because most of the rural land in Japan is privately owned, and
conservation efforts are not always consistent.

In order to keep the landscape well maintained, it is necessary to know what efforts have
already been made and to identify where risks to the rural landscape still exist. This
paper analyzes the landscape around Sakurai and identifies two types of spatial struc-
ture. It then provides further classification of the rural landscape structure. Infor-
mation gathered at a public hearing with local residents regarding their efforts to
maintain the landscape is then presented. This paper correlates those efforts with the
needs and risks to the landscape, such as critical preservation activities and under-
maintained landscape elements. Potential problem areas in Sakurai are also identified.





